
Regional Outlook  1 
  

 
 

ASIAN CENTURY FUTURE



 

 
 
  



 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Griffith Asia Institute 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Regional Outlook 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Asian Century Futures Initiative: 
2015 Asia Future Fellows program for 

undergraduates �s Essays 
 
 
 



 

 

 



 

 
 

About the Griffith Asia Institute 

The Griffith Asia Institute produces innovative, interdisciplinary research on 
key developments in the politics, economics, societies and cultures of Asia and 
the South Pacific. 

 
By promoting knowledge of Australia�os changing region and its importance to our 
future, the Griffith Asia Institute seeks to inform and foster academic scholarship, 
public awareness and considered and responsive policy making. 
 
The Institute�os work builds on a 40 year Griffith University tradition of providing 
cutting- edge research on issues of contemporary significance in the region. 
 
Griffith was the first University in the country to offer Asian Studies to undergraduate 
students and remains a pioneer in this field. This strong history means that today�os 
Institute can draw on the expertise of some 50 Asia�sPacific focused academics from 
many disciplines across the university. 
 
 
 
The Griffith Asia Institute�os �nRegional Outlook�o papers publish the Institute�os cutting 
edge, policy- relevant research on Australia and its regional environment. They are 
intended as working papers only. The texts of published papers and the titles of 
upcoming publications can be found on the Institute�os website: 
www.griffith.edu.au/asiainstitute 
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Asian Century Futures Initiative 
 
Griffith University was established over 40 years ago with a strong focus on the Asian 
region as one of its founding principles. We were the first university to develop and 
offer a degree in Modern Asian Studies and many of our discipline areas are heavily 
engaged in Asia- relevant research. In our short history we have forged successful 
partnerships with some of the region�os premier institutions. We have established 
significant research collaboration with key institutions, particularly in China, with 
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Introduction 
 

 
 
Building on the success of the 2009�s2013 Australia China Futures Dialogues, The 
Griffith Asia Institute, Griffith University and the Office of International Relations and 
the Centre for Australian Studies, Peking University have committed to the 
development of a new �nAsian Century Futures Initiative�o to deepen intellectual 
cooperation between the two institutions and to contribute to the improvement of 
the Sino�sAustralian relationship in the twenty- first century. 
 
As part of the Asian Century Futures Initiative, Griffith University and Peking 
University have established the Asia Future Fellows Program for Undergraduates. This 
program �I�R�O�O�R�Z�V�� �R�Q�� �I�U�R�P�� �W�K�H�� �V�X�F�F�H�V�V�I�X�O�� �n�$�X�V�W�U�D�O�L�D�sChina Future Dialogues Emerging 
�/�H�D�G�H�U�V�o���'�L�D�O�R�J�X�H�V�o�����,�W��aims to enhance opportunities for Griffith and Peking University 
undergraduate students to enrich their studies, 
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1. Economic Disparity Throughout 
Australia and China, and the 
Effect on Human Quality of Life 

 
 

Claire Greer, Gao Hecong, Kathryn Townsend and Liu Susu 

Successive governments in both China and Australia have implemented different 
schemes and policies to remedy the disparities in wealth and quality of life of their 
populations. Although there are vast differences in the political and social landscapes 
of these countries, it is clear that in both countries, rural populations are more likely to 
suffer lower living standards due to poverty and poor ac- cess to healthcare. This 
paper will discuss the distribution of wealth in Australia and China, the causes and 
effects of poverty and the attempts by both governments to alleviate this. It will 
ultimately be concluded that, although vast improvements have been made to 
equalise wealth distribution through social welfare schemes, there is more which 
needs to be done to create coherent and efficient policies.  

Summary of Wealth Distribution 

�nWealth inequality can be described as the unequal distribution of assets within a 
�S�R�S�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q�o 

-  Inequality.org 

In this passage, distribution is discussed in terms of regions, classes and industries. 

Wealth Distribution in China 

 
 
Conducted and completed in 2012, this chart demonstrates the location and number 
of richest families, on the largest scale. 
 
Since the introduction of capitalist market principles by Deng Xiaoping in 1980, the 
three wealthiest and most important economic regions have emerged on the east 
coast: the Pearl River Delta close to Hong Kong, The Yangtze River Delta surrounding 
Shanghai and the Bohai Bay region near Beijing. It is the rapid development of these 
areas that is expected to have the most significant effect on the Asian regional 
economy as a whole, and Chinese government policy is designed to remove the 
obstacles to accelerated growth in these wealthier regions. 
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Over the past two decades however, China has embarked on an ambitious program of 
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entrance examination due to the superior education quality, students in the west find 
it harder to get into higher education than their counterparts in the east. Lack of 
human resources results in the slow development of technology and administration 
which is important to industrial development and innovation and in turn worsens the 
economic condition. The lower population also causes the factories in the west to 
struggle to find enough workforces for the manufacturing and it also takes more 
effort to build markets in a considerable scale because the limited demand from the 
people who are low in amount and weak in consuming power thus undermining the 
commercial activities which plays a crucial role in economic development as 
consumption is known as one of the three carriages in the national economy. 
 
National policies account for part of this result. At the beginning of the Reform and 
Opening period, the government gave the east part priority and established several 
economic special zones in the east like Shenzhen because of its easy access to Hong 
�.�R�Q�J�����Z�K�L�F�K���L�V���R�Q�H���R�I�� �$�V�L�D�o�V���E�L�J�J�H�V�W���I�L�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O���F�H�Q�W�Ue at that time, and convenience in 
international trade with its offshore location. These policies helped little fishing 
villages like Shenzhen develop into an international metropolis partly thanks to the 
huge exportation industry ensured by the policy favouritism (Vogel, 2011).  
 
Australia is one of the wealthiest countries in the world, but there are also many 
people falling be- hind because of geographical characteristics, history and 
international trade. The Australian outback is uninhabited desert, dry and with 
extreme temperature differences over a single day. In the coastal areas, especially in 
the east, the climate is humid and significant marine owe to the East Australian 
Stream. The better climate in the east is suitable for commercial agriculture and 
fisheries, and the central region is more appropriate for animal husbandry, especially 
for sheep. More people live in the comfortable climate of the eastern region, which 
provides a large labour force and commodity market (Yan, 2006). 
 
British settlers came to the eastern region first. The settlers helped to build this region 
while bringing disaster to the indigenous people. So the east had a better basis for 
development. After 1901, Australia was granted independence. Because of the unique 
geographical conditions and good economic basis, the whole country developed fast. 
But due to the population concentration in the east area, Australia put much more in 
infrastructure in the east than the outback. So in the east, the transportation is more 
convenient, the education is more developed, the service industry and manufacture 
are more prosperous. 
 
International trade is one of the most important factors of the economy of Australia. 
The better natural environment and infrastructure attracted more foreign investment 
in the east. And the beautiful scenery promote the tourism, which pushes tertiary 
�L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�\�� �I�R�U�Z�D�U�G���� �$�W�� �W�K�H�� �V�D�P�H�� �W�L�P�H���� �$�X�V�W�U�D�O�L�D�� �L�V�� �N�Q�R�Z�Q�� �R�I�� �p�W�K�H�� �F�R�X�Q�W�U�\�� �V�L�W�W�L�Q�J�� �R�Q��
�W�U�D�P�F�D�U�q�� �E�H�F�D�Xse of the rich mineral deposits. The developed traffic net and solid 
manufacture bases in the east coast make much more profits. 

The Impact of Wealth Distribution and Location on Access to 
Healthcare 

With an increasing difference in income distribution in Australia and China, there is a 
similar, parallel disproportion in access to the healthcare system and the level of care 
individuals can receive, typically with poorer rural and remote areas suffering (Wang, 
Xu & Xu, 2007). In 2005 China had a total population of 1.3 billion, with 800 million 
living in rural area, although 80% of the medical institutions were in the cities, and 
high- quality medical resources were allocated only to large- capacity urban hospitals 
(Wang, Xu & Xu, 2007). Reforms first introduced in the 1950s implemented urban-
biased policies, including a rationing system which allowed the majority of urban 
residents to have guaranteed jobs with benefits including free or subsidised healthcare 
(Lin, Cai & Li, 1996). Rural areas received far lower expenditure for social welfare. 
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https://www.hwa.gov.au/sites/uploads/australias_health_workforce_series_d
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The most recent PISA survey was conducted in 2012, the results of which will be 
analysed for the purpose of this investigation (OECD, 2012). Around 510,000 
students from 65 economies participated in PISA 2012, which assessed stude
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culture has the most substantial impact on Mathematics education no matter where it 
occurs. 
 
�,�,�����&�R�P�S�D�U�L�V�R�Q���R�I���$�X�V�W�U�D�O�L�D���D�Q�G���&�K�L�Q�D�o�V���$�S�S�U�R�D�F�K���W�R���0�D�W�K�H�P�D�W�L�F�V��
Education 
 
Overview 
 
Throughout the following section, this paper will directly compare Australia and 
�&�K�L�Q�D�o�V���F�X�U�U�L�F�X�O�X�P���G�H�V�L�J�Q�V�����S�H�G�D�J�R�J�L�H�V���D�Q�G���H�[tra- curricular educational opportunities 
in relation to Mathematics.  
 
Rationale 
 
Being a planning document, the curriculum designed by a government outlines the 
�F�R�X�Q�W�U�\�o�V���L�G�H�D�O���H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���F�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V�����%�\���F�R�P�S�D�U�L�Q�J���P�D�W�K�H�P�D�W�L�F���F�X�U�U�L�F�X�O�X�P�V���I�R�O�O�R�Z�H�G��
by Australian and Chinese schools, we can get to the true differences between the 
�W�Z�R���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\�o�V���H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���Y�L�V�L�R�Q�V���R�Q���D���P�D�F�U�R�V�F�R�S�L�F���O�H�Y�H�O�����$�S�D�U�W���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���P�D�F�U�R�V�F�D�O�H����
we also concentrate on this topic microcosmically. Time spent on Mathematics by 
students can be divided into two main parts: the math work children do at school and 
the math work children do outside of school. In the first part, we can concentrate on 
the different math pedagogies favoured by Australian and Chinese teachers, since 
pedagogy has one of the greatest influences on the academic results of students. And 
in the second part, we will discuss math work children do outside of school, such as 
homework, activities and cram classes. It is hoped that the comparison of these 
aspects of Mathematics education within both countries will help to provide some 
insight into the disparity that is evident within the PISA Mathematics results. 
 
Mathematics Curriculum: Australia 
 
Australia has developed a Mathematics curriculum which contains the foundation of 
all maths knowledge learnt in Australian classrooms (Australian Curriculum, 
Assessment and Reporting Authority, ACARA, n.d.). The curriculum aims to ensure that 
by the end of �V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�o�V�� �V�F�K�R�R�O�L�Q�J�� �O�L�I�H���� �$�X�V�W�U�D�O�L�D�Q�V�� �F�D�Q�� �F�R�Q�I�L�G�H�Q�W�O�\�� �F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H��
mathematical problems in the areas of number and algebra, measurement and 
�J�H�R�P�H�W�U�\�����D�Q�G���V�W�D�W�L�V�W�L�F�V���D�Q�G���S�U�R�E�D�E�L�O�L�W�\�����1�R�W���R�Q�O�\���W�K�L�V�����E�X�W���W�K�H���F�X�U�U�L�F�X�O�X�P�o�V���L�Q�W�H�Q�W�L�R�Q���L�V��
that the mathematical skills they gain will then translate into areas of their adult life, 
�V�R�� �W�K�D�W�� �W�K�H�\�� �F�D�Q�� �E�H�F�R�P�H�� �D�Q�� �D�F�W�L�Y�H�� �F�L�W�L�]�H�Q���� �,�Q�� �W�K�H�� �n�0�D�W�K�H�P�D�W�L�F�V�"�� �0�D�N�H�� �L�W�� �&�R�X�Q�W�o��
�&�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H���� �(�U�Q�H�V�W�� �V�W�U�H�V�V�H�G�� �W�K�D�W�� �p�V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V�� �O�H�D�U�Q�� �W�K�H�� �0�D�W�K�H�P�D�W�L�F�V�� �D�G�H�T�X�D�W�H�� �I�R�U��
general employment and functioning �L�Q���V�R�F�L�H�W�\�q�����$�X�V�W�U�D�O�L�D�Q���6�F�L�H�Q�F�H���������������� 
 
The way the different areas of Mathematics is taught to students is divided into four 
proficiency strands, including: understanding, fluency, problem solving and reasoning. 
These proficiency strands ultimately scaffold the process students learn Mathematics, 
and increasingly becomes more sophisticated overtime. Mathematics is taught to all 
Australian students from prep to year 12, with year seven transitioning into more 
abstract, problem solving styles of mathematical problems (ACARA, 2015). 
 
It is important to note that each state and territory in Australia garners their own 
specific curriculums which have adopted the main aspects of the national curriculum, 
such as the learning areas and what is hoped to be gained from teaching Mathematics 
�D�F�U�R�V�V�� �$�X�V�W�U�D�O�L�D�Q�V�o�� �V�F�K�R�R�O�L�Q�J�� �O�L�I�H�� ���&�H�Q�Wre for the Study of Mathematics Curriculum, 
2006). However, it is clear that Australia values Mathematics as a core subject that 
should be taught in schools to benefit each student in their future. 
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Mathematics Curriculum: China 
 
From Table 1, the curriculum of Grades 1- 9, we can find that the learning schedule 
for students from age 6- 15 (Grades 1-
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Table 1 Curriculum from Grade 10- 12 

Subject Compulsory/Elective Hour/week Total 
Total (compulsory+ 
elective) 

Politics Compulsory 6 184 184 
Chinese and 
literature 

Compulsory 
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review, suspense set, exercise comment, and so on. Chinese educators are 
encouraged to use a range of these strategies, as it is common knowledge that 
diversified methods make it much easier for students to understand new content. 
 
Pattern- modification problems teaching and learning
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Extra- curricular Mathematics Opportunities: China 
 
Homework is generally a compulsory part of the math work Chinese children do 
outside of school, although the situation will be different in different areas. Homework 
can be shown in different ways and papers and exercise books are often chosen as the 
main part. Teachers make papers themselves and choose exercise books that have 
been published for students as a supplement. In addition to having an exercise book 
chosen by teachers, it's common for a Chinese student to have one or two other 
�W�H�[�W�E�R�R�N�V�����$�F�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J���W�R���D���V�X�U�Y�H�\���/�L�X���5�X�L�O�L�Q�J���G�L�G���L�Q���K�H�U���P�D�V�W�H�U�o�V���W�K�H�V�L�V�����I�L�Y�H-  sixths of 
interviewed students bought at least one extra exercise book. (Liu Ruiling, 2013) The 
sales volumes for well- known exercises like LongMenZhuanTi have already reached 
2,000,000,000 in less than 10 years (Ma Jianli, 2011) 
 
�(�[�W�U�D�F�X�U�U�L�F�X�O�D�U���F�U�D�P���F�O�D�V�V�H�V���D�U�H���D�O�V�R���D�Q���H�V�V�H�Q�W�L�D�O���S�D�U�W���L�Q���&�K�L�Q�H�V�H���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V�o���P�D�W�K���V�W�X�G�\����
Since different classes have different purposes, we can classify them into four types. 
�7�K�H�� �I�L�U�V�W�� �R�Q�H�� �L�V�� �F�D�O�O�H�G�� �n�0�D�W�K�H�P�D�W�L�F�D�O�� �2�O�\�P�S�L�D�G�o���� �:�L�W�K�� �W�K�H�� �D�L�P�� �R�I�� �S�U�D�F�W�L�F�L�Q�J�� �O�R�J�L�F�D�O��
thinking skills and developing the skills for mental mathematics, most Chinese 
students will be asked to learn it more or less when they are young. The second one is 
�F�D�O�O�H�G���n�6�\�Q�F�K�U�R�Q�R�X�V���&�O�D�V�V�o�����Z�K�R�V�H���V�F�K�H�G�X�O�H���L�V���D���O�L�W�W�O�H���E�L�W���I�D�V�W�H�U���W�R���H�Q�V�X�U�H���W�K�D�W���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V��
can more easily learn topics when they attend school, since they have learned once. 
�n�5�H�Y�L�H�Z�� �&�O�D�V�V�o�� �L�V�� �D�Q�R�W�K�H�U�� �W�\�S�H�� �R�I�� �H�[�W�U�D�F�X�U�U�L�F�X�O�D�U�� �F�U�D�P classes, whose function is just 
the opposite of the synchronous class. The last type is aimed at exams, during which 
the micro- skills needed for answering exam questions will be taught, helping students 
to improve their scores within a short period. 
 
Conclusion 
 
Australia and China both see the importance of Mathematics to ensuring the success 
of their countries. Curriculum documents support this, by showing that along with 
language, they invest the majority of their teaching time in Mathematics. Both 
countries use a variety of pedagogies in order to ensure that students have a well-
�U�R�X�Q�G�H�G�� �X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �V�X�E�M�H�F�W���� �+�R�Z�H�Y�H�U���� �$�X�V�W�U�D�O�L�D�o�V�� �S�H�G�D�J�R�J�L�F�D�O�� �I�R�F�X�V�� �W�H�Q�G�V��
�W�R�� �E�H�� �P�R�U�H�� �R�Q�� �H�O�L�F�L�W�L�Q�J�� �D�Q�G�� �P�D�L�Q�W�D�L�Q�L�Q�J�� �V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�� �H�Q�J�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W���� �Z�K�H�U�H�D�V�� �&�K�L�Q�D�o�V��
pedagogical focus seems to focus on the most effective learning techniques. While 
the curriculum and pedagogy are largely similar, the extra- curricular consolidation of 
knowledge is where the largest differences can be noted. While Australian children do 
spend time outside of school doing homework, Chinese students complete homework 
as well as attend extra classes. On top of this, Chinese students invest in extra 
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3. Impacts of the migration of rural 
minorities in China and Australia 

 
 

Heath Burton, Liu YangChun, Mariah Ritchie, Sophie Wilson and Zhao Jiayin 
 
Australia and China are two vastly different countries with opposing political 
structures. However both countries have encountered rapid growth in urban 
migration of people moving from rural areas.  Whilst government, economic and social 
causes can be contributed to the reason for this growth, these countries differentiate 
on the specifics behind these reasons.  However despite the cause of rapid urban 
migration, it is clear that minority groups are suffering in the process. Through 
comparing the issue of urban migration of Indigenous people in Australia and of rural 
workers in China it will demonstrate the contrast between Australian and Chinese 
government policies, the social and economic resistance against these policies and 
how these minorities are consequently affected. 
  
As Australia is a settler country, the Aboriginal people have felt the effect of 
government intervention and control over residency since the 18th century. While 
early settlers isolated Aboriginal people into settlements and restricted their 
movements, recent government policies have forced a reversal of the migration flow 
to urban areas.  
 
Of recent concern was the proposed closure of 180 remote communities in Western 
Australia. Bill Marmion, the Western Australia Minister for Housing first raised this 
issue in parliament on September 24, 2014 when he informed the body that the 
Federal Government planned to cut all future funding to remote Western Australian 
communities, (Western Australia, Legislative Assembly 2014a:6820). In November 
the Premier for Western Australia, Colin Barnett announced the proposed closure of 
these communities. If the closures were to proceed, then residents would not 
voluntarily leave these rural areas but would have little choice but to leave. With no 
government funding to maintain infrastructure and support daily life, the result would 
be a migration flow of Indigenous Australians to urban outskirts and centres. 
 
The overbearing government role in residency was emphasised when Barnett 
responded to a question posed to him in parliament that he had not consulted with 
any of these communities about their potential closure (Western Australia, Legislative 
Assembly 2014b:8128b). He insisted that these �F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V�� �D�U�H�� �Q�R�� �O�R�Q�J�H�U�� �n�Y�L�D�E�O�H�o��
but this dismissive view does not take into account the social and emotional impacts 
these people will face if they are made to leave their homes unwillingly. 
 
These affects have been seen previously in 2011, when the community of 
Oombulgurri in East Kimberly was forcibly closed and bulldozed.  A coronial report was 
requested by the Government after four suicides in the community in 2005 and 
2006. This report highlighted the problems facing Oombulgurri and made 
recommendations to declare the community to be a restricted area, restricting the 
sales and consumption of alcohol, however it made no recommendations to shut the 
community down (Office of the State Coroner, 2009:41). Disregarding this 
recommendation, the Government instead chose to close it down, forcing people to 
move to more urban areas. 
 
�:�K�L�O�H���W�K�H���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���K�D�V���V�W�D�W�H�G���W�K�D�W���p�Q�R���U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�V���Z�H�U�H���H�Y�L�F�W�H�G���I�U�R�P���W�K�H�L�U���K�R�P�H�V����
�S�H�R�S�O�H�� �O�H�I�W�� �R�Q�� �W�K�H�L�U�� �R�Z�Q�� �D�F�F�R�U�G���q�� �$�P�Q�H�V�W�\�� �,�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �K�D�V�� �G�L�V�D�J�U�H�H�G�� �Z�L�W�K�� �W�K�H�V�H��
claims (Western Australia, Legislative Council 2014:8483b). Tammy Solonac (2014), 
for Amnesty International, has consulted with former Oombulgurri residents who feel 
they were forcibly removed from their home. They claim that there was a lack of 
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consultation and understanding of the process. Furthermore, 150 people requested 
with the assistance of the Balanggarra Aboriginal Corporation to return to 
Oombulgurri but were denied access by Premier Barnett and told they would be 
charged with trespassing if they attempted to return. Any further remote Aboriginal 
community closures would likely show similar results of unwilling participants forced 
to urbanely migrate due to Government pressures and policies.  
 
Government intervention is just one reason for urban migration of Indigenous 
Australians however it is one that is done with little input or motivation from the 
people themselves. As long as the Government has control over these communities, 
�S�R�O�L�F�L�H�V���Z�L�O�O���E�H���L�P�S�O�H�P�H�Q�W�H�G���W�K�D�W���K�D�Y�H���G�L�U�H�F�W���R�U���L�Q�G�L�U�H�F�W���H�I�I�H�F�W�V���R�Q���Z�K�H�U�H���L�W���L�V���n�Y�L�D�E�O�H�o��
for Indigenous Australians to live. 
 
Since the implementation of government polices involving the urban migration of 
Indigenous Australians, there has been a backlash by these people against the 
government to remain in remote communities. This backlash can be contributed to a 
combination of social factors such as the location of kinfolk, traditional associations to 
land, conflict avoidance and deaths in a community (Taylor, 1998). In support of the 
cultural connections to the land, members of the Orange Indigenous community are 
worried that the closure of Aboriginal communities and the forced urban migration 
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Australians experience greater drug and alcohol dependencies as well as increased 
medical risks compared to non- Indigenous Australians and this has been in part due to 
the forced displacement to urban settlements  (Stephens, 2015, p. 57). Through 
these examples, it is evident that Indigenous Australians are negatively affected by 
forced urban migration and have suffered serious consequences because of 
government policies. 
 
Similarly, in China there is mass momentum towards urban migration. In the two 
decades since 1978, around 174 million people have moved from rural areas to cities 
(Zhang & Song, 2003, p391). This rapid migration can be attributed to the economic 
reforms of the 1980s and 1990s where the strict hukou regulations of both 
migration and the job market were relaxed to a large extent allowing people freedom 
of movement (Zhang, 2010, p.52). Rural residents were the first to take advantage 
of this through their urban migration to the cities in search of work.  Most of these 
migrants believed that through migrating to larger cities it will increase their 
opportunities for education, living standards and employment (Zhang & Song, 2003, 
p396). Therefore it is clear that economic reasons are the predominate cause for 
urban migration in China.  
 
Whilst this influx of urban migration has occurred in China there are still issues 
surrounding the movement of Chinese people restricting their ability to migrate to 
cities. According to Zhang, despite centralised migration planning being abolished, 
permanent residency and urban rights are still denied to a majority of rural people 
through the current hukou system (Zhang, 2010, p. 54). Similarly it is suggested that 
rural migrant workers do not receive the same benefits and services that urban 
residents are provided, such as affordable housing, employment, education and a 
minimum living allowance (Wang et al, 2002). Due to these issues, rural workers who 
wish to migrate to improve their standard of living are effectively still restricted by 
government policy, much like the polices imposed by the government on Indigenous 
Australians.  
 
�&�K�L�Q�D�o�V���P�D�V�V���P�L�J�U�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���Z�R�U�N�H�U�V���I�U�R�P���U�X�U�D�O���W�R���X�U�E�D�Q���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V���L�V���D���V�H�U�L�R�X�V���L�V�V�X�H��
that is a major cause for concern for existing residents of the urban centres, and 
carries a significant cost to the individuals migrating into these cities and the balance 
of the economy. It can be asserted that much of the conflict between rural migrants 
and those already present in the cities is associated with the hukou system. The 
hukou, for the convenience of this paper be divided into rural and urban classifications.  
The latter is commonly known to have greater benefits and so the rural population 
struggles to access resources outside of their allocated zones, while populations in the 
cities oppose any possible loss of their own resources (Chan and Zhang, 1999, p. 
822). This is of course coupled with the consequences that arise when any population 
centre receives a boost, causing increase stresses on urban systems while 
simultaneously refusing to allocate equal opportunities to those in rural areas.  
 
This inequality of opportunities, services and employment between the urban and 
rural classifications of hukou has created a push by rural communities of China to 
migrate to urban centres and attempt to gain urban hukou. Studies by Zhiqiang Liu in 
2004 revealed that those who have access to an urban hukou before the age of 
fifteen compared to those who receive it later in life, have higher levels of 
employment (Liu, 2004, p. 140). It was also noted that employment prospects in the 
state sector, which has higher wages, were more prevalent among those who 
received an urban hukou earlier in life (Liu, 2004, p. 140). This suggests that even if 
they receive urban hukou, rural migrants experience difficulties when transitioning 
into urban work environments. This could be contributed to their lower levels of 
formalised education.   
 
Existing residents of urban centres also raise concerns of their social services being 
overly taxed by workers migrating into the cities. China enforces, in urban areas a 
minimum of nine years compulsory education of children between the ages of six and 
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fifteen. This is accompanied with a restriction that to attend school, a child must 
firstly reside in the local school district, and secondly be registered in that school 
district with a hukou. When temporary migrant workers are allowed to enter the 
cities, the financial burden on schooling is increased. To decrease this burden, parents 
of temporary migrant children are charged exuberant rates of up to 2000 yuan per 
year for elementary school aged children and up to 50, 000 yuan per year for high 
schools (Liang & Chen, 2007, p.31). This is unaffordable for many migrant workers 
who have no choice but to work low- paying jobs.  
 
Another concern that has been raised from the urban population by allowing urban 
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4. Gender Equality in China: A 
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Australia has had one female Prime Minister, Julia Gillard. She served as Prime Minister 
from 2010 to 2013, succeeding Kevin Rudd mid- term. In October 2012 Gillard 
raised sexism and misogyny in a speech opposing a motion to remove her choice as 
Speaker for the House of Representatives. Although condemned for it by other 
politicians, she received compliments and congratulations from leaders of France, 
Denmark and the US. 
 
The glass- cliff phenomenon describes how in times of crisis, female leaders are turned 
to because they are perceived to have the required traits to deal with crisis situations. 
However, these women become scapegoats if their company or government does not 
successfully manage the crisis, or they are replaced by a man once the crisis has been 
resolved (Hall & Donoghue, 2013:635). Therefore there is not only a problem of 
numbers of leadership positions available for women in Australia, but the nature of 
leadership positions available. They are given a higher than usual chance of failure. 
�5�H�D�G�L�Q�J�V���R�I�� �*�L�O�O�D�U�G�o�V���D�P�E�L�W�L�R�Q���I�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J�� �K�H�U���U�L�V�H���W�R���3�0�� �D�U�H���I�L�U�P�O�\�� �I�U�D�P�H�G���L�Q���W�H�U�P�V�� �R�I��
gender. Some were upset that she was not feminine and communal �s she was 
�D�J�J�U�H�V�V�L�Y�H�O�\�� �D�P�E�L�W�L�R�X�V���� �6�R�P�H�� �U�H�F�R�Q�F�L�O�H�G�� �K�H�U�� �D�S�S�U�R�D�F�K�� �D�V�� �D�� �n�E�O�R�N�H�\�� �R�Q�H�o�� �D�Q�G�� �G�H�F�L�G�H��
that her appeal is based on her lack of femininity. Others downplayed her ambition or 
softened it by combining it with communal qualities. Gillard arguably came into power 
in line with the glass cliff phenomenon �s to clean up a mess in difficult electoral 
circumstances (Hall & Donoghue, 2013: 642).   
 
Prevailing social conceptions of traditional gender roles still actively discourage 
women from standing as political candidates. Women are also less likely than men to 
seek leadership positions or be motivated by political ambition (JL Lawless cited in 
ABH, 2014: 20). It is important that women participate in politics more fully in 
Australia because women in public office enhance female identification with the 
system and their ability to have influence within it (Ibid). It impacts on how women 
perceive their social inclusion in society. 
 
In terms of women in the workforce, discrimination on the basis of sex is formally 
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JL Lawless, Becoming a candidate: Political ambition and the decision to run for office, 
Cambridge University Press, New York, 2012. 
 
�5���1�R�O�D�Q�����n�0�H�Q���R�I���D���F�H�U�W�D�L�Q���D�J�H�����Z�K�D�W���L�V���W�K�H���F�R�V�W���R�I���S�U�R�S�S�L�Q�J���X�S���7�R�Q�\���$�E�E�R�W�W�o�V��
�I�D�Y�R�X�U�L�W�H���P�L�Q�R�U�L�W�\�"�o�����7�K�H���0�R�Q�W�K�O�\�����0�D�\���������������S�������������D�F�F�H�V�V�H�G���$�X�J�X�V�W������������ 
 
Sex Discrimination Act 1984 (Cth) 
 
�n�:�R�P�H�Q���L�Q���S�D�U�O�L�D�P�H�Q�W�o�����'�H�P�R�F�U�D�F�\�����J�R�Y�H�U�Q�D�Q�F�H���	���F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V�K�L�S������������������
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and drought proofing initiatives. However, with limited government financial support 
or private investment
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�)�R�U�H�L�J�Q�� �L�Q�Y�H�V�W�R�U�V�� �Z�L�O�O�� �Q�R�W�� �R�Q�O�\�� �I�X�Q�G�� �$�X�V�W�U�D�O�L�D�o�V�� �I�R�R�G�� �S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �S�U�R�F�H�V�V�L�Q�J���� �E�X�W��
also increase its access to overseas markets, promoting bilateral agribusiness (KPMG; 
The University of Sydney: China Studies Centre, 2015, p. 8). Due to low domestic 
demand, overseas markets will become increasingly important. In 2012- 13, China 
was the second largest importer of Australian food, accounting for 9.9% of exports 
(Department of Agriculture and Water Resources, 2013, p. 24).  Trade is growing 
strongly, but there are opportunities for greater and more profitable trade. With the 
rise of the Chinese middle class, the demand for high quality food will rise. With strong 
demand for Australian food and over $US3 trillion in currency reserves, China 
represents an important potential source of investment for the Australian agriculture 
sector (Bilardi, Luckock, & Latimer, 2014). The Australian Bureau of Resource 
Economics and Sciences predicts China will account for 43 per cent of all growth 
world- wide in agricultural demand to 2050 (Department of Agriculture and Water 
�5�H�V�R�X�U�F�H�V�����������������S�����������������&�K�L�Q�H�V�H���L�Q�Y�H�V�W�P�H�Q�W���Z�L�O�O���H�Q�K�D�Q�F�H���$�X�V�W�U�D�O�L�D�o�V���D�E�L�O�L�W�\���W�R���H�[�S�R�U�W��
to China. Chinese investors are more familiar with Chinese markets and can help 
Australian food companies penetrate the enormous Chinese market and improve 
�P�D�U�N�H�W���D�F�F�H�V�V���W�R���R�Q�H���R�I�� �W�K�H�� �Z�R�U�O�G�o�V���I�D�V�W�H�V�W���J�U�R�Z�L�Q�J�� �H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�H�V�����&�K�L�O�G���	�� �7�V�H���� ������������
�S���������� �7�K�H�� �G�L�I�I�L�F�X�O�W�\�� �I�R�U�� �I�R�U�H�L�J�Q�� �F�R�P�S�D�Q�L�H�V�� �W�R�� �Q�D�Y�L�J�D�W�H�� �D�U�R�X�Q�G�� �&�K�L�Q�D�o�V�� �S�R�Z�H�U�I�X�O��
institutions without �W�K�H�� �X�V�H�� �R�I�� �n�*�X�D�Q�[�L�o�� �L�V�� �Z�H�O�O�� �G�R�F�X�P�H�Q�W�H�G���� �,�Q�� �&�K�L�Q�D���� �*�X�D�Q�[�L�� �L�V�� �W�K�H��
system of social networks and influential relationships which facilitate business and 
�R�W�K�H�U�� �G�H�D�O�L�Q�J�V���� �*�X�D�Q�[�L�� �L�V�� �N�Q�R�Z�Q�� �W�R�� �p�G�R�P�L�Q�D�W�H�� �E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V�� �D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V�� �W�K�U�R�X�J�K�R�X�W�� �&�K�L�Q�D�q��
(Lovett, Simmons, & Kali, 1999, p. 231). Chinese involvement and investment in 
Australian agriculture will not only provide a much needed financial injection but can 
also provide the sector the knowledge and contacts needed to navigate institutional 
and regulatory barriers. However, growth of Chinese investment in Australian 
�D�J�U�L�F�X�O�W�X�U�H�� �K�D�V�� �E�H�H�Q�� �V�H�Y�H�U�H�O�\�� �K�D�P�S�H�U�H�G�� �E�\�� �W�K�H�� �$�X�V�W�U�D�O�L�D�Q�� �S�X�E�O�L�F�o�V�� �P�L�V�F�R�Q�F�H�S�W�L�R�Q�V��
over the issue. Despite ongoing community interest, there was only limited small to 
medium sized agribusiness investments during 2014 (KPMG; The University of 
Sydney: China Studies Centre, 2015, p. 23). The two overarching misconceptions 
concern Australian job losses and Australian food security.  
  
�6�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���$�X�V�W�U�D�O�L�D�o�V���U�X�U�D�O���D�Q�G���X�U�E�D�Q���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V���K�D�Y�H���G�L�V�S�O�D�\�H�G���D���G�H�H�S���G�L�V�W�U�X�V�W of 
foreign agricultural land ownership because of the potential loss of job availability. 
�&�K�L�Q�D�� �D�Q�G�� �$�X�V�W�U�D�O�L�D�o�V�� �)�U�H�H�� �7�U�D�G�H�� �$�J�U�H�H�P�H�Q�W�� ���&�K�$�)�7�$���� �K�D�V�� �I�X�U�W�K�H�U�� �E�D�O�O�R�R�Q�H�G�� �W�K�L�V��
concern with sections of the Australian political landscape bringing media attention to 
potential job insecurity issues. The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT) 
has attempted to ease these fears assuring �W�K�H���$�X�V�W�U�D�O�L�D�Q���S�X�E�O�L�F���W�K�D�W���&�K�$�)�7�$���Z�L�O�O���p�Q�R�W��
�D�O�O�R�Z�� �X�Q�U�H�V�W�U�L�F�W�H�G�� �D�F�F�H�V�V�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �$�X�V�W�U�D�O�L�D�Q�� �O�D�E�R�X�U�� �P�D�U�N�H�W�� �E�\�� �&�K�L�Q�H�V�H�� �Z�R�U�N�H�U�V�q��
(Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, 2015, p.1). The DFAT report concluded 
�W�K�D�W�� �p�&�K�$�)�7�$�� �Z�L�O�O�� �Q�R�W�� �D�O�O�R�Z�� �$�X�V�W�U�D�O�L�D�Q�� �H�P�S�O�R�\�P�H�Q�W�� �O�D�Z�V�� �R�U�� �F�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V�� �W�R�� �E�H��
undermined, nor allow companies to avoid paying Australian wages by paying foreign 
�Z�R�U�N�H�U�V�q���,�E�L�G�������� �6�L�P�L�O�Dr sentiments are reiterated by the Foreign Investment Review 
Board (FIRB) which examines proposals of foreign investment into Australia; �p�&�K�L�Q�H�V�H��
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