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Artist Gordon Bennett (1955-
2014) wrote in his 1996 text ‘The 
Manifest Toe’: 
	
	 Freedom is a practice. It is a way of 
thinking in other ways to those we have 
become accustomed to. Freedom is never 
assured by the laws and institutions that 
are intended to guarantee it. To be free is 
to question the way power is exercised,  
disputing claims to domination. Such 
questioning involves our ‘ethos’, our ways 
of being, or becoming who we are. 
 
Certain materials carry complex 
associations with homes, ances-
tries and identity. Against a land-
scape where urgent humanitarian 
concerns continue, specific knowl-
edges tethered to those materials 
(narrated, embodied, remembered, 
transmitted, redeployed), have 
powerful significance and  
meaning. 

Embracing rich traditions and 
cultural sources, this exhibition 
brings together the work of six  
artists whose philosophical  
approaches engage critically with 
their distinct political contexts. 

They interlace a wide range of  
associations: from conceptual art 
and minimalism, politics, linguis-
tics, and from knowledges and 

skills considered artisanal and  
traditional.

Grounded in fundamental materi-
als such as copper, iron oxide, soil, 
and integrating crochet, textiles 
and cloth, the works in Source  
Materials articulin fundal (o)-11 







Nicole Foreshew  
Wiradjuri 
b.1982  Sydney, Australia 
 

Grounded  2015 
Photographic prints on Fujicolour Crystal Pearl Archive paper, acrylic. Commissioned 
for Wiradjuri Ngurambanggu, 2015. 
 
Courtesy of the artist 

  



ektor garcia 
b.1985  Red Bluff, California, United States 
 

mitla  2018 
Steel frame, crocheted leather, waxed thread, brass, steel, copper, upholstery needle, 
vegetable fibre, glazed ceramic, crocheted plastic, t-pins 
 

Courtesy of the artist and Cooper Cole, Toronto 

 

 

ektor garcia is a Mexican/American artist who lives and works 
nomadically, mostly between Mexico and New York. He combines 
artisanal traditions from fine arts studio training, industrial fabrication 



ektor garcia 



ektor garcia 





D Harding  



D Harding  
Bidjara, Ghungalu and Garingbal 
b.1982  Moranbah, Queensland, Australia 
 

Gazing inwards at the sun  2017 
Oil, timber, petroleum jelly 
 
All courtesy of the artist and Milani Gallery, Brisbane 

 
 

The timber objects in this work are readily available: a survey peg aids 
in marking territory, while a garden stake supports growth.  
 
In woodwork, various treatments are applied as a means of protection. 
Paint minimises weathering, while oils and waxes condition the 
material. Harding retrieves these wooden items from commercial sale 
and via aesthetic treatment and care, shifts emphasis to their being and 
significance.  
 
The horizontal pencil line was drawn on the museum wall by the artist 
and through this act we can see how x and 

 

through
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