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Fountain  2005 
Video projection on falling water, 2:23 minutes 
 
Collection: Art Gallery of Ontario, Toronto. Gift of Rebecca Belmore, 2018 
 
 
First presented at the Canadian Pavilion of the 2005 Venice 
Biennale, Fountain captures a transformative gesture where 
water turns into blood. 
 
Water, a precious resource in much of the world, is abundant 
in Canada. Inspired by the many decorative fountains 
throughout 



The Named and the Unnamed  2007 
Video projection, screen, light bulbs, 38:21 minutes 
 
Collection of the Morris and Helen Belkin Art Gallery, University of British 
Columbia, purchased with the support of the Canada Council for the Arts 
Acquisition Assistance program and the Morris and Helen Belkin 
Foundation, 2005 
 
 
In the video installation The Named and the Unnamed, 
Rebecca Belmore makes the invisible visible. This work 
transforms documentation of the performance Vigil into a 
media installation, where a screen is embedded with 
lightbulbs. The performance took place on 23 June 2002 at an 
intersection in Downtown Eastside Vancouver, where women 
were going missing, many of whom were Indigenous. In 
February 2002, a serial killer had finally been arrested for 
murdering women from this area. When you look through the 
lightbulbs in present time to the candles being lit in the video, 
you are joined to the audience witnessing the vigil. By 
screaming out the names of the women, Belmore remembers 
them while also pointing to all the names we don’t know.   
 
There are still thousands of missing and murdered Indigenous 
women whose families are fighting for justice. 
 
 

  



Perimeter  2013 
Video projection, wall text, 22:24 minutes 
Video credit: Darlene Naponse 
Soundtrack: Julian Cote 
 
Courtesy of the artist 
 
 
Perimeter traces physical and conceptual lines through the 
urban landscape of Sudbury, Ontario. Using florescent 
flagging tape, Rebecca Belmore surveys Indigenous land and 
all it has lived through. She wears a surveyor’s vest to point to 
the history of mining in the area.



Apparition  2013 



Creation or Death: We Will Win  1991 
December 1991, Castillo de la Real Fuerza, Havana, Cuba 
Materials: Red rope, sand 
Video duration: 3:15 
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Victorious  2008 
14 June 2008, Centre for Digital Media, Vancouver, British 
Columbia, Canada 
Materials: Newspaper, honey, photocopy of Queen Victoria, video 
montage of bees, wood pallet, plastic patio chair, black pails 
Video duration: 3:20 minutes 
Audio: “God Save the Queen”, Thomas Arne (composer), Henry 
Carey (lyricist) 
Assistant: Daina Warren 
Videographer: Elisha Burrows 
Presented at Hive 2, Magnetic North Theatre Festival, curated by 
Glenn Alteen 
 
Courtesy of the artist 
 
 
The Canadian Prime Minister’s Statement of Apology on 
11 June 2008 was the impetus for this tribute to 
Indigenous survivors of the Indian Residential School 
system, which separated over 150,000 children from 
their families and communities. 
  



 
 

Facing the Monumental  2012 
1 July 2012, Queen’s Park, Toronto, Ontario, Canada 
Materials: 150-year-old red oak tree, kraft paper, wig, water, black 
and tan clothes 
Video duration: 1 hour 1:19 minutes 

Audio: Pre-recorded Canada Day 21-gun salute performed in 
Queen’s Park 
Assistants: Cherish Blood, Francisco-Fernando Granados, Hilary 
Wear 
Videographer: Alex Williams 
Presented at House of Wayward Spirits, an exhibition curated by 
Wanda Nanibush 
 
Courtesy of the artist 
 
 
This 150-year-old indigenous red oak tree, located in 
Queen’s Park, Toronto, Ontario, is a living witness to 
colonisation. In this work, the tree becomes a temporary 
monument to the Earth, to women, and to life. 
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