
 
 

 

ASIAN CENTURY FUTURES INITIATIVE 
 
2016 ASIA FUTURE FELLOWS PROGRAM FOR 
UNDERGRADUATES – ESSAYS 

Regional Outlook Paper: No. 52, 2017 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Griffith Asia 
Institute

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Regional Outlook 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Asian Century Futures Initiative: 
2016 Asia Future Fellows program for 

undergraduates – Essays 
 



The Australia-China Trade and Investment Relationship 

ii  Regional Outlook  

About the Griffith Asia Institute 

The Griffith Asia Institute produces innovative, interdisciplinary research on 
key developments in the politics, economics, societies and cultures of Asia and 
the South Pacific. 

 
By promoting knowledge of Australia’s changing region and its importance to our future, 
the Griffith Asia Institute seeks to inform and foster academic scholarship, public 
awareness and considered and responsive policy making. 
 
The Institute’s work builds on a 40 year Griffith University tradition of providing cutting-
edge research on issues of contemporary significance in the region. 
 
Griffith was the first University in the country to offer Asian Studies to undergraduate 
students and remains a pioneer in this field. This strong history means that today’s 
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Introduction 
 

 
 
Building on the success of the 2009–2013 Australia China Futures Dialogues, The 
Griffith Asia Institute, Griffith University and the Office of International Relations and the 
Centre for Australian Studies, Peking University have committed to the development of 
a new ‘Asian Century Futures Initiative’ to deepen intellectual cooperation between the 
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Implementation of the Washington Consensus and market liberalisation within the Asia-
Pacific region over the past 30 years has seen exponential growth, which has resulted in 
vast improvements to the quality of living. Both Australia and China are members of the 
Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC), a forum of 21 countries in the region that 
help facilitate economic growth, cooperation, trade and investment (APEC, 2016). Since 
the inception of the APEC forum in 1989, it has proven to be one of the most 
economically diverse regions in the world, accounting for approximately 40% of the 
world’s population, 57% of world GDP and 49% of world trade (RMIT, 2016). Faster 
GDP growth in developing countries has increased their rate of convergence with 
developed countries in terms of per capita income in recent decades (APEC, 2016). 
However, developing economies are still much poorer than developed countries, with 
millions remaining in poverty even in the most dynamic developing economies (World 
Trade Organisation, 2014). Thus, GDP growth has moved hand in hand with integration 
in the world economy. 
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China’s share of Australia’s total merchandise trade increasing almost five-fold, from 5% 
to 24% (Au-Yeung et al, 2012; Liu & McDonald, 2010). 

 
 
The growth in China’s manufacturing industry required the creation of a stable 
manufacturing base, resulting in the migration of labour from rural to urban areas (Wu & 
Li, 1996). China’s urbanisation rate rapidly grew from 19% in 1980 to 42% in 2005 
(Au-Yeung et al, 2012). Due to the twin processes of urbanisation and industrialisation, 
China has developed a significant demand for mineral resources (Liu & McDonald, 
2010). Consequently, Australia’s resource sector has shifted to accommodate this 
China-led commodities boom (Roberts et al, 2016). A prime example is Australia’s trade 
in coal and iron ore (Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, 2011; Bingham & Perkins, 
2012). 
 

 

Figure 5: Composition of Australia’s exports to China.   

Source: (Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, 2011). 

 

Figure 3: China’s Share of Australia’s 
total merchandise.  

Source: (Au-Yeung et al, 2012) 

 

Figure 4: China’s Urbanisation Rate.  

Source: (Au-Yeung et al, 2012) 
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average price of iron ore has increased 23.4% on average per annum from 2004-2011, 
despite initial price falls of 5.1% during 2001-2004 (Ibid) 
 
China has been Australia’s largest market for iron ore consecutively since 2004, 
accounting for 68.7% in 2011. Furthermore, export values have increased 46.4% on 
average since 2001, while export volumes have increased 24.4% on average (Ibid). 
Over the last decade, Australia has been the largest source of imports of iron ore to 
China, accounting for 44.1% of total imports of iron ore in 2011 (Bingham & Perkins, 
2012; Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, 2011).  

The Current State of the Australia-China Relationship 

The volume of trade between Australia and China has grown rapidly in recent decades. 
Australia is China's sixth largest trading partner; comparatively, Australia is ranked as its 
fifth largest supplier of imports and tenth largest customer for exports (Holmes, 2012). 
An overwhelming 25% of Australia’s imported manufactured goods are from China, with 
thermal coal comprising 13% of Australian exports to China (Hooke, 2016). The two-
way value of trade between both countries over the 2014-15 financial year was valued 
well above $150 billion AUD - accounting for 23% of Australia's total trade within the 
global economy (Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, 2016).  
 
It is expected that China in 2020 will surpass America as the foremost economy in 
terms of GDP (Giles, 2014; SPF-CSIS joint commission, 2013). Not only are the two 
economies interconnected via the physical trade of goods and services, but there is also 
a relationship between the countries with regard to investment. Chinese foreign direct 
investment (FDI) into Australia’s asset market has been growing rapidly over recent 
years as they seek to improve their quality of investment and return on their funds 
(Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, 2016). However, this has caused concerns 
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Figure 12: 
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second stage, SOE reforms brought significant changes that served to strengthen 
economic growth within China. 

Trade, GDP and the GFC 

Neo-classical orthodoxies had been commended for the high levels of global economic 
growth prior to th
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2. A Comparative Study of the 
Accessibility and Quality of 
Public Healthcare Services in 
Rural and Urban Regions of 
China and Australia 

 
Na

ncy Wei, Che Hooper and Shanshan Ling  

Introduction 

Australia and China share very strong economic and political ties, but how do their public 
healthcare systems compare? This report will look specifically at the differences in 
accessibility to public health services in rural and urban regions of China and Australia. 
Public health concerns the global population. It focuses on the control and minimization 
of calamitous events; of containing deadly infectious and preventable diseases. Public 
health aims to improve the living and working conditions that affect the health of us all. 
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China 

According to the 2015 China Statistical Yearbook, there are roughly the same amount 
of beds in medical institutions in urban and rural areas (3,169,800 beds for urban areas 
vs 3,431,334 beds for rural areas), however the number of beds per person in rural 
areas is less than half the amount in urban areas (7.84 beds per 1000 urban residents 
vs 3.54 beds per 1000 rural residents) (National Bureau of Statistics of China, 2015). 
The number of medical professionals in urban areas per capita is also much higher than in 
rural areas (9.70 per 1000 people in urban areas vs 3.77 per 1000 people in rural 
areas) (National Bureau of Statistics of China, 2015), establishing a disparity between 
health care availability in urban and rural areas of China. According to the World Health 
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There is currently no sufficient data for average travel time to health care services in 
Australia, however it has been estimated that 71% of adults living in remote areas have 
described having no public transport in their local area, with 15% unable to reach a 
facility when needed due to the lack of transport (Australian Bureau of Statistics, 2011). 
In general, rural Australians are more likely to have to travel farther to access healthcare 
services, especially specialist services.  

Waiting Time and Cost 

In Australia, patients arriving 
at the emergency department 
are assessed according to 
urgency of care through the 
use of a triage system (AIHW, 
2016). It is a national 
standard for patients to be 
seen within four hours of 
arrival (Sullivan, et al., 2016). 
As shown in Figure 2, 72% of 
total patients were seen 
within the prescribed time 
according to the patient’s 
triage classification. Between 
2007-08 and 2011-12, an 
improvement was seen in the 
proportion of patients that 
received care within their 
recommended time, undeterred of the increasing numbers of emergency department 
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2012). The extensive level of training ensures that Australia’s physicians are able to 
provide the best quality of medical care. Despite high levels of care, the patients’ 
experiences of the health care system are less than idyllic. Access to healthcare, 
although quite comprehensive, is frequently delayed because public hospitals are 
recurrently in monetary deficit and have insufficient resources. There is an appreciable 
misdistribution and shortage of health workers, having the biggest impact on rural areas, 
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3. Education Inequality: A 
Comparison of Urban and Rural 
Primary Schools in China and 
Australia 

 
 

Introduction 

This report aims to discover the difference in quality of education between rural and 
urban primary schools. In order to effectively compare primary education inequality 
between Chinese and Australian urban and rural areas, this paper will examine the 
following. Firstly, education systems in Australia and China will be discussed, followed by 
an explanation of the important indicators of equitable education. Thirdly and Fourthly, 
Australian and Chinese rural and urban schools will be compared. The term urban refers 
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Education Systems 

Australia’s education system includes primary, secondary and tertiary levels (Australian 
Government: Department of Social Services, 2016). These education systems are 
managed at the state or territory level in terms of finances and regulations (Australian 
Government: Department of Social Services, 2016). School is compulsory for children 
aged between five and 15/17 depending on the state of residence. (Australian 
Government: Department of Social Services, 2016). In terms of cost to parents, public 
schooling is free and private schools are available for those who desire a different 
teaching philosophy. (Australian Government: Department of Social Services, 2016). In 
their early years of education children are taught language, mathematics and social skills. 
(Australian Government: Department of Social Services, 2016). Whereas, primary 
school students are taught a greater range of subjects including English, maths, science, 
society and environment, technology, and the arts. Generally, students attend a primary 
school in a location near their residence and spend 40 hours a week at school between 
9am and 3pm. Most schools require a uniform, and food is bring or buy your own 
(Australian Government: Department of Social Services, 2016. 
 
Similarly, China also has a three-tier education system (Chauanyou, 2006). The nation’s 
education systems are jointly managed by The Ministry of Education and local education 
departments (Ministry of Education, 2015). The Ministry of Education is in charge of 
formulating education policies and leading the education reform directions, whereas the 
local education departments are responsible for enforcing these policies (Ministry of 
Education, 2015). Since the Compulsory Education Law of the People’s Republic of 
China was implemented in 1985 (Lan Rong & Shi, 2001), public primary school is free. 
Therefore, it is compulsory for Chinese parents to send their children to primary school. 
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have up-to-date knowledge, the qualifications of teachers vary in urban and rural areas 
presenting a variety of issues which will be discussed presently (Wilson, 2013). There 
are a number of ways to assess the quality of a teacher (Douglas, 2011). For the 
purpose of this report the focus will be on the level of higher education obtained. Lastly, 
the technology available to each student is a vital indicator for quality of education, thus 
the number of computers per student will be discussed. In an increasingly 
technological world, having access to technology is crucial in developing necessary skills 
as well as decreasing disparities (UNICEF, 2000). There is vast diversity in terms of the 
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comparison was ma
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