Conversations that matter: Teaching and Teacher Educator

Transforming InDigenous Education in practice.
On, From, With and In Country, flowing with the TIDE.

Griffith University Creating Futures Summit Series, 13 June 2023

The School of Education and Professional Studies at Griffith University is proud to host the 8th annual
Initial Teacher Education (ITE) Creating Futures Summit Series with a spotlight on issues related to the
teaching profession. The Summit Series provides professional learning that is relevant, engaging, and
proactive and enables Griffith University to deepen collaborations with our valued partners while
setting agendas on key issues. The Series brings together a wide range of stakeholders with an interest
in teaching futures.

The 2023 summit conversation begins on Country, with the understanding that jagun (Country) holds



waters of the high TIDE line (by fostering strength-based approaches that are locally grounded), and
from this to transform teaching and learning into ecosystems that better harness and reflect the
promise of Indigenous Education.

In 2007, the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples was adopted, with Article
14 speaking directly to the rights of Indigenous people to establish and control educational systems
and practices for their people®. The Declaration was endorsed by the Australian government in 2009
and can now be seen enshrined in policies such as the 2019 Mparntwe Education Declaration®.
However, as illustrated by the efforts of education advocate and trailblazer Pearl Duncan (Kamilaroi)
for example, Australian Indigenous peoples have been transforming mainstream education for well
over 70 years'. So too were the efforts and contributions of the National Aboriginal Education
Committee formed in the mid 1970s significant with drawing attention to the urgent need for change,
and with suggestions to transform teaching and learning*!. However, we must now also ask questions
about why educational ‘gaps’ seem to be far from closing?

Target 4: 34.3% of Indigenous early childhood children are developmentally ready for school
59% retention rate for Indigenous secondary school students Year 7-12*°

NAPLAN year 3-9 inclusive - Indigenous students remain at a lower national minimum
standard in Reading, Writing and Numeracy compared to non-Indigenous students*

In the midst of a year when we are moving toward the Voice referendum, it is timely to look back to
move forward, to unpack and better critique the forces and factors that underpin challenges and
opportunities when navigating Jarara. If the work of educators and schooling are to further improve
on our efforts to embed Indigenous knowledges and work with Indigenous communities, this will
require exploring uncomfortable conversations and reflecting on unconscious biases, with a view to
achieving Indigenous student success both now and future.

Therefore, our next step is action, garulbo (partner together) in: co-design, co-research, and co-
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